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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
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PATENT 



Applicant: Steiner et al. 



Art Unit: 3641 



Serial No.: 10/642,715 



Examiner: J. Richardson 



Filed: August 18,2003 : 

For: BRANCH AMPLIFIER CARD : 

COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313 

Applicants believe that the Statement of Reasons for Allowance in this case is improper 

because the Statement incorrectly characterizes the claimed invention as an "improvement over 

the invention patented in U.S. Patent No. 6,650,722". Applicants respectfully submit that the 

722 patent has claims directed to a transponder card for a nuclear reactor control rod drive 

control system and a nuclear reactor control rod drive control system that includes a transponder 

card. In contrast, the allowed claims of the present application are directed to a branch amplifier 

card for a nuclear reactor control rod drive control system and a nuclear reactor control rod drive 

control system that includes a branch amplifier card. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Michael Tersillo 
Registration No. 42,180 
ARMSTRONG TEASDALE LLP 
One Metropolitan Square, Suite 2600 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102-2740 
(314) 621-5070 
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